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Abstract 
Arabic language learning in Islamic primary education plays a crucial role in developing 

students’ linguistic competence and supporting their understanding of religious texts; 

however, in practice, it is often constrained by abstract instructional approaches and limited 

use of contextual learning media. Previous studies have largely emphasized the effectiveness 

of visual media in controlled or resource-rich environments, leaving a gap in understanding 

how such media can be optimized in rural madrasah settings with limited facilities. This 

study aims to analyze the optimization of Arabic language learning through picture-based 

media in a rural madrasah ibtidaiyah, focusing on the implementation process, classroom 

interaction, learning challenges, and teachers’ adaptive pedagogical strategies. The study 

employed a qualitative case study design conducted in a rural madrasah ibtidaiyah in Tanjung 

Jabung Timur involving one Arabic language teacher, eight fifth-grade students, and three 

members of school management. Data were collected through participatory observation, 

semi-structured interviews, and documentation, and analyzed using the interactive model of 

Miles and Huberman. The findings reveal that picture-based media enhances student 

engagement, strengthens contextual vocabulary comprehension, and encourages changes in 

classroom interaction from teacher-centered learning toward more student-participatory and 

student-responsive learning processes. The study also found that the effectiveness of picture-

based learning is influenced more by teachers’ pedagogical adaptation and creativity than by 

the availability of technological facilities. In conditions of limited infrastructure, teachers 

adapted learning by utilizing simple visual media, contextual explanations, and interactive 

classroom activities to maintain students’ engagement and understanding. Therefore, this 

study concludes that picture-based media should not merely be understood as an instructional 

aid, but as part of an adaptive pedagogical strategy that supports meaningful, contextual, and 

participatory Arabic language learning in resource-limited rural madrasah settings. These 

findings provide both theoretical and practical contributions to the development of visual 

media-based Arabic language instruction in primary Islamic education. 

Keywords:  Arabic language learning; visual media; picture-based learning; pedagogical 

adaptation; rural madrasah. 
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Introduction 

Arabic language learning within the national education system, particularly at the 

madrasah ibtidaiyah (Islamic primary school) level, plays a strategic role in shaping students’ 

foundational competencies, both as a means of communication and as an important 

foundation for helping students understand Islamic sources such as the Qur’an and Hadith 

more contextually from an early age (Hermawan, 2025; Kamal & Kodir, 2026). Therefore, 

Arabic language instruction at the primary level is expected to develop integrated language 

skills such as listening, speaking, reading, and writing, while simultaneously fostering 

students’ ability to comprehend meaning contextually from an early stage. 

However, in practice, various madrasah ibtidaiyah in Indonesia still encounter several 

fundamental challenges, particularly related to the delivery of learning materials that tend to 

be abstract and insufficiently contextualized to the characteristics of primary school learners 

(Afriantoni et al., 2025; Azhar et al., 2025). Learning processes that are still dominated by 

conventional approaches, such as rote vocabulary memorization and one-way verbal 

explanations, indicate a mismatch with students’ learning needs (Sakhei et al., n.d.; Tsauri et 

al., 2025). This condition results in less meaningful learning, as students tend to memorize 

without achieving deep understanding. Consequently, this leads to low learning engagement, 

limited ability to relate language to everyday experiences, and the underdevelopment of 

functional language skills. 

Preliminary observations conducted at a rural madrasah ibtidaiyah in Tanjung Jabung 

Timur revealed several contextual learning challenges in Arabic language instruction. 

Learning activities were still predominantly centered on rote memorization and one-way 

verbal explanation, resulting in limited student participation and low engagement during 

classroom instruction. In addition, the school faced several infrastructural limitations, 

including limited visual learning media and inadequate technological support, which affected 

the delivery of more contextual and interactive learning experiences. Students also 

experienced difficulties in associating Arabic vocabulary with objects encountered in their 

daily environment, particularly when learning relied solely on verbal explanation and 

memorization activities. Initial classroom observations further showed that students tended to 

be more responsive when learning materials were presented visually rather than through 

verbal explanation alone. These conditions indicate that Arabic language learning in rural 

madrasah contexts requires more adaptive and contextual instructional strategies that are 

responsive to students’ learning characteristics and school conditions. 
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These issues cannot be separated from the cognitive developmental characteristics of 

madrasah ibtidaiyah students, who are generally at the concrete operational stage. At this 

stage, learners are more likely to understand concepts when they are presented through 

concrete, visual, and contextual representations. Therefore, a learning approach is required 

that can bridge the gap between abstract linguistic symbols and more concrete learning 

experiences. Approaches that neglect this aspect risk creating a mismatch between the 

material being taught and students’ cognitive capacity to process information (Ansya et al., 

2025; Jufri et al., 2023). For this reason, visual-based learning media are considered more 

appropriate for madrasah ibtidaiyah students because they help learners connect abstract 

Arabic vocabulary with concrete objects and experiences encountered in everyday life. 

In this context, the use of visual-based instructional media, particularly image media, 

emerges as a relevant and strategic alternative. Image media can provide concrete 

representations of linguistic concepts being learned, thereby helping students build clearer 

associations between word forms and their meanings (Khori & Astuty, 2017). The 

visualizations presented function not only as instructional aids but also as cognitive bridges 

that facilitate the internalization of language concepts  (Suryadi et al., 2025). Thus, learning is 

no longer entirely dependent on verbal explanations but is supported by more varied and 

meaningful learning experiences. 

Furthermore, the use of image media also has implications for the affective and 

participatory dimensions of learning. Visual media can enhance students’ attention, interest, 

and active engagement in the learning process (Alabi, 2025; Ali, 2025). The classroom 

atmosphere becomes more interactive, as students are encouraged to observe, interpret, and 

relate images to the language concepts being studied. This indicates that image media 

functions not only in the cognitive domain but also contributes to creating a more conducive 

and participatory learning environment (Ji et al., 2025; Pasaribu et al., 2025). 

Theoretically, the effectiveness of visual media in language learning can be explained 

through Dual Coding Theory, which emphasizes that information processed through both 

verbal and visual channels is easier to understand and remember (Fitriana et al., 2026). In 

addition, the principles of Multimedia Learning suggest that the combination of text and 

images enhances the efficiency of information processing in working memory, resulting in 

deeper understanding (Aryani & Lestari, 2025). In the context of Arabic language learning at 

the madrasah ibtidaiyah level, the integration of image media not only strengthens vocabulary 

mastery but also supports more contextual, meaningful, and experience-oriented learning. 
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Several previous studies in Indonesia indicate that the use of image media in Arabic 

language learning can enhance learning motivation, clarify vocabulary meaning, and 

encourage students’ active participation (Maghfirah et al., 2024; Nurdiniawati, 2020). 

However, these findings are generally produced under relatively ideal learning conditions, 

supported by adequate facilities and well-structured instructional planning. Such conditions 

do not fully reflect the realities of learning in madrasah ibtidaiyah, particularly in rural areas 

where limitations in infrastructure, media variation, and technological support are prevalent. 

Moreover, previous studies have predominantly focused on measuring the effectiveness of 

image media in improving learning outcomes, while limited attention has been given to how 

teachers adapt and optimize such media pedagogically in rural madrasah contexts with 

limited facilities. 

In addition, prior studies tend to position image media as a technical instructional aid 

rather than as part of an integrated pedagogical strategy. In practice, however, the 

effectiveness of any instructional media is largely determined by the teacher’s ability to 

adapt, manage, and integrate it in accordance with students’ characteristics and diverse 

classroom conditions (Ali, 2025; Paling et al., 2024). In other words, the success of using 

image media depends not only on the quality of the media itself but also on the pedagogical 

strategies that accompany it. This highlights a gap between theoretical potential and practical 

implementation that still requires further investigation. 

Based on these considerations, this study offers novelty by positioning image media 

not merely as a visual instructional aid, but as an adaptive pedagogical strategy implemented 

in resource-limited rural madrasah settings. Unlike previous studies that primarily emphasize 

media effectiveness, this research focuses on how teachers contextualize, modify, and 

optimize image media to support Arabic language learning under infrastructural limitations. 

This perspective emphasizes that learning effectiveness in rural madrasah settings is 

influenced not only by media availability, but also by teachers’ pedagogical creativity and 

adaptive instructional practices. This research does not only focus on learning outcomes but 

also examines the implementation process, classroom dynamics, and adaptive strategies 

employed by teachers in addressing various constraints. Therefore, this study is expected to 

provide both conceptual and practical contributions to the development of visual media-based 

Arabic language learning, particularly within the context of primary education in Indonesia. 

Based on this background, the present study aims to co/nduct an in-depth analysis of 

the optimization of image media-based Arabic language learning in rural madrasah 
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ibtidaiyah, encompassing the implementation process, the challenges encountered, and the 

adaptive strategies employed to enhance learning effectiveness. 

Method 

  This study employed a qualitative approach with a case study design to examine in 

depth the optimization of contextual image-based Arabic language learning in a rural 

madrasah ibtidaiyah. A qualitative approach was considered appropriate because this study 

focused on understanding pedagogical practices, classroom interactions, students’ learning 

responses, and teachers’ adaptive strategies in utilizing image media within a natural learning 

setting. Rather than measuring learning outcomes quantitatively, this research sought to 

explore how image media were implemented, interpreted, and adapted contextually in 

everyday instructional practices under conditions of limited educational resources. 

The case study design was specifically selected because the research concentrated on 

a single contextual case within a particular rural madrasah ibtidaiyah setting. This design 

enabled the researcher to investigate the complexity of instructional practices holistically and 

contextually, particularly regarding the interaction between teachers, students, instructional 

media, and environmental limitations that could not be separated into isolated variables 

(Lumbu et al., 2026). In addition, the case study approach allowed for an in-depth 

understanding of how pedagogical adaptation emerged in response to infrastructural 

limitations and diverse classroom conditions, which constituted the central focus of this 

research. 

The research was conducted during the second semester of the 2025 academic year at 

a madrasah ibtidaiyah located in a rural area of Tanjung Jabung Timur. The research setting 

was purposively selected based on several contextual considerations, including limited 

learning facilities, restricted technological support, and the consistent use of image media in 

Arabic language instruction. The selection of this setting was also intended to represent the 

learning realities commonly encountered in rural madrasah contexts, where teachers are often 

required to adapt instructional strategies creatively despite infrastructural constraints. 

The research participants consisted of one Arabic language teacher as the primary 

informant, eight fifth-grade students representing diverse levels of learning ability, and three 

members of the school management. Participants were selected through purposive sampling 

based on their direct involvement in image media-based Arabic language learning. The 

Arabic language teacher was selected due to active involvement in planning and 

implementing instructional activities using image media, while the students were selected to 

represent varied learning responses and participation levels during classroom instruction. In 
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addition, school management participants were involved to provide contextual information 

regarding institutional support, learning facilities, and instructional policies related to Arabic 

language learning practices in the madrasah. 

Data were collected through participatory observation, semi-structured interviews, 

and documentation. Participatory observations were conducted across several classroom 

learning sessions to examine classroom interactions, the implementation of image media, 

students’ engagement, and teachers’ pedagogical adaptation during the instructional process. 

Semi-structured interviews were conducted to explore participants’ experiences, perceptions, 

and instructional strategies in greater depth, particularly concerning the challenges and 

adaptive efforts involved in image media-based learning. Meanwhile, documentation 

included lesson plans, learning materials, instructional media, and supporting school 

documents relevant to the implementation of Arabic language learning. 

In this study, the researcher acted as the primary research instrument, directly 

involved in observing classroom activities, conducting interviews, interpreting data, and 

identifying emerging patterns during the research process. To maintain analytical sensitivity 

and minimize potential bias, the researcher adopted a reflective stance throughout the data 

collection and interpretation stages. All participants were informed about the purpose of the 

study, and participation was conducted voluntarily with attention to confidentiality and 

research ethics. 

To ensure the trustworthiness of the data, this study applied several validation 

strategies. Credibility was established through prolonged engagement, triangulation of data 

sources and methods, and member checking with participants to confirm the accuracy of 

interpretations. Transferability was addressed by providing a thick description of the research 

context, participant characteristics, and instructional situations, enabling readers to assess the 

applicability of the findings to similar educational settings. Dependability was ensured 

through a systematic and transparent research process, while confirmability was strengthened 

by maintaining an audit trail and reflexive notes throughout the study. Data collection was 

continued until data saturation was achieved, indicated by the recurrence of similar themes 

and the absence of substantially new information from participants. 

Data analysis was conducted using the interactive model of Miles and Huberman, 

which consists of data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. Data reduction was 

carried out through thematic coding to identify patterns related to student engagement, 

contextual vocabulary comprehension, classroom interaction, and teachers’ pedagogical 

adaptation in using image media. The reduced data were then organized into analytical 
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narratives and thematic categories to facilitate interpretation before conclusions were drawn 

reflectively and continuously throughout the research process. 

This study is limited in terms of its research setting and number of participants; 

therefore, the findings are contextual in nature and do not aim to achieve broad 

generalization. Nevertheless, the findings retain potential transferability to similar rural 

madrasah contexts that experience comparable instructional and infrastructural conditions. 

Result and Discussion  

 The results of the study indicate that the use of picture media in Arabic language 

learning at the Islamic primary school serving as the research site brought noticeable changes 

to students’ engagement during the learning process. Based on observations conducted during 

several learning sessions, students appeared more focused on the teacher’s explanations when 

picture media were used compared to lessons delivered solely through lecture and 

memorization methods. The use of pictures helped students follow the learning material more 

easily because the material was not only explained verbally but also visualized through 

objects closely related to the students’ daily experiences. This condition made students’ 

attention more directed and created a more conducive learning atmosphere. 

The use of picture media also influenced the level of student participation in the 

classroom. During the learning process, students appeared more active in answering 

questions, mentioning Arabic vocabulary, and responding to the teacher’s instructions when 

pictures were displayed. In several learning activities, students showed the courage to answer 

spontaneously without first being appointed by the teacher. In addition, the interaction 

between teacher and students became more active compared to previous learning sessions 

that tended to be dominated by one-way explanations. Learning activities that were 

previously more teacher-centered gradually became more participatory because students were 

directly involved in the learning process through observing and responding to the visual 

media used. 

The Arabic language teacher stated that the use of picture media helped increase 

students’ attention and enthusiasm during the learning process. According to the teacher, 

students became more interested in participating in lessons because the material appeared 

more concrete and easier to understand than verbal explanations alone. “When using pictures, 

students are usually more enthusiastic and understand the material more quickly. They are 

also more active in answering questions compared to when they only listen to explanations,” 

explained the Arabic language teacher during the interview. The teacher also stated that the 
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use of picture media made it easier to guide students throughout the entire lesson because 

their attention was better maintained during the learning process. 

In addition to increasing student engagement, the findings also showed that picture 

media helped students understand Arabic mufradat (vocabulary) more contextually. In 

materials related to objects, places, and daily activities, students appeared to understand the 

meanings of vocabulary more quickly when the teacher showed pictures relevant to the 

material being studied. In several learning activities, students were able to recall vocabulary 

they had learned after seeing the pictures without having to rely excessively on verbal 

memorization. This finding indicates that picture media helped students connect Arabic 

vocabulary with visual representations of objects they directly observed during the learning 

process. 

Picture media also helped students describe simple objects using Arabic. During 

classroom practice activities, the teacher asked students to observe certain pictures and then 

explain the content of the pictures using vocabulary they had previously learned. In these 

activities, some students were able to construct simple sentences to describe the names of 

objects, activities, and situations shown in the pictures. Students appeared more confident 

when asked to describe pictures compared to when they were only asked to memorize 

vocabulary without visual media support. This condition indicates that the use of picture 

media not only supported vocabulary comprehension but also encouraged students’ 

confidence in using simple Arabic expressions in the classroom. 

One student stated that the use of pictures helped them understand vocabulary 

meanings more easily because the objects being studied could be directly seen. “When there 

are pictures, it is easier to understand the meaning of the words because we can directly see 

the objects. So, it is easier to remember,” said one of the students during the interview. 

Another student also stated that learning through picture media felt more interesting than 

learning that relied only on conventional memorization methods. According to the student, 

pictures helped them understand the material more quickly because they could connect 

Arabic words with objects or activities commonly encountered in everyday life. 

On the other hand, the findings also revealed several obstacles in implementing 

picture media-based Arabic language learning at the madrasah. Limited learning facilities 

became one of the challenges frequently encountered during the learning process. Projectors 

that often malfunctioned, the limited variety of picture media, and the lack of supporting 

learning facilities caused the use of visual media to be less than fully optimal. In several 
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situations, teachers had to use simple printed pictures obtained from textbooks, magazines, or 

internet searches so that learning activities could still be carried out. 

Despite facing various facility limitations, teachers continued to make various 

adaptations during the learning process. Teachers used printed pictures as substitutes for 

digital media, added interactive storytelling when explaining pictures, and related the 

material to students’ daily experiences to ensure that learning remained easy to understand. 

Teachers also combined the use of picture media with question-and-answer activities and 

simple classroom activities to maintain students’ attention during the learning process. 

“Sometimes the projector is damaged or the pictures are not interesting enough, so I print the 

pictures I need myself and add stories so that students remain focused on learning,” explained 

the Arabic language teacher during the research interview. 

The findings also indicate that the success of using picture media in Arabic language 

learning is not entirely determined by the availability of facilities or learning technology, but 

is more strongly influenced by the teacher’s ability to make pedagogical adaptations 

according to classroom conditions. Teachers did not merely use pictures as visual aids, but 

also adjusted the way they delivered the material, developed learning interactions, and 

connected pictures with students’ daily experiences so that learning remained contextual and 

easy to understand. Under conditions of limited facilities, the teacher’s ability to manage the 

learning process appeared to be an important factor in determining student engagement and 

the continuity of classroom learning activities. 

 The findings of the study indicate that the use of picture media in Arabic language 

learning had a fairly significant influence on student engagement during the learning process. 

Students appeared more focused, active, and responsive when the material was delivered 

using visual media compared to lecture and memorization methods alone. This condition 

shows that picture media function not only as instructional aids but also as pedagogical 

stimuli capable of creating a more participatory and interactive learning atmosphere. The 

transformation of classroom conditions from previously passive to more active demonstrates 

that visualization in learning helps attract the attention of elementary school students who are 

still at the concrete operational stage of development. These findings reinforce the view that 

Arabic language learning in madrasah ibtidaiyah requires a more contextual approach that 

aligns with the developmental characteristics of elementary school students (Afriantoni et al., 

2025; Azhar et al., 2025). 

These findings are consistent with the view that madrasah ibtidaiyah students more 

easily understand learning materials when they are presented through concrete, visual, and 
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contextual representations(Ansya et al., 2025; Jufri et al., 2023). In this context, picture 

media help reduce the dominance of verbal learning, which has long been one of the 

challenges in Arabic language learning at the elementary school level(Tsauri et al., 2025). 

The use of pictures enables students not only to listen to the teacher’s explanations but also to 

observe, connect, and respond to the visual objects presented during the learning process. 

These findings also strengthen the results of studies conducted by (Annisa et al., 2025; Jailani 

M. Biki et al., 2026), which showed that visual media are capable of increasing students’ 

attention, engagement, and active participation during the learning process. This 

demonstrates that student engagement in learning increases through the combination of visual 

stimuli and interactive classroom activities. 

The increase in student engagement also indicates that picture media contribute to the 

affective aspects of learning. Students appeared more enthusiastic in participating in lessons 

and more confident in giving responses when teachers used visual media. This condition 

reinforces the view that visual media can enhance students’ attention and learning interest 

through more engaging and less monotonous learning experiences. These findings support 

previous studies showing that picture media can improve learning motivation and student 

participation in Arabic language learning  (Maghfirah et al., 2024; Nurdiniawati, 2020). In 

addition, picture media also help reduce excessively abstract learning, making the material 

easier for elementary school students to understand, as they still require visual support in the 

learning process (Khori & Astuty, 2017). However, this study presents a different context, as 

the increase in student engagement continued to occur even though the learning process took 

place under limited facility conditions in a rural madrasah. 

 In addition to increasing student engagement, the use of picture media also helped 

students understand Arabic mufradat (vocabulary) more contextually. During the learning 

process, students found it easier to connect vocabulary with objects or activities they directly 

observed through the pictures used by the teacher. This process demonstrates that 

visualization helps students build relationships between language symbols and concrete 

experiences encountered in their daily lives. Thus, learning did not merely take place through 

verbal memorization, but also through a process of meaning-making that was more 

contextual and easier for students to understand. These findings are consistent with the study 

conducted by (Ritonga, 2025), which showed that the use of picture media helped improve 

Arabic vocabulary mastery through visual associations that were easier for students to 

understand. 
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These findings can be explained through Dual Coding Theory, which states that 

information processed through both verbal and visual channels is easier to understand and 

remember than information delivered only verbally (Fitriana et al., 2026). In Arabic language 

learning, picture media help students build associations between vocabulary and the visual 

representations of displayed objects, allowing the comprehension process to occur more 

concretely. These findings also reinforce the view that visual media function as cognitive 

bridges that help students understand the relationship between language symbols and 

meaning more realistically (Suryadi et al., 2025). In addition, the principle of Multimedia 

Learning explains that the combination of text, verbal explanations, and pictures can help 

students process information more effectively in working memory (Aryani & Lestari, 2025). 

Therefore, the use of picture media helps students understand mufradat not merely as 

language symbols, but also as part of a more meaningful learning experience. 

The findings of this study also indicate that picture media helped students become 

more confident in using simple Arabic expressions in the classroom. When students were 

asked to describe pictures using vocabulary they had previously learned, several students 

were able to construct simple sentences and provide spontaneous responses. This condition 

demonstrates that picture media not only support vocabulary comprehension but also help 

create more communicative learning interactions. Learning that had previously tended to be 

teacher-centered gradually became more participatory because students were directly 

involved in the learning process through observation, vocabulary pronunciation, and picture-

description activities. These findings are also consistent with the study by (Putri et al., 2024), 

which showed that the use of picture media can help students understand language materials 

more actively and communicatively. 

The changes in interaction patterns indicate that picture media contribute to the 

creation of more student-participatory learning compared to teacher-centered learning. 

Teachers no longer function solely as the main source of information, but rather as facilitators 

who guide students in understanding materials through visual experiences and classroom 

interactions. These findings demonstrate that the use of visual media can help create a more 

communicative and collaborative learning environment, particularly in Arabic language 

learning at the elementary school level. This condition also shows that the use of visual media 

supports more meaningful and contextual learning in accordance with the objectives of 

Arabic language education in Islamic primary education (Hermawan, 2025; Kamal & Kodir, 

2026). On the other hand, this study found that the effectiveness of picture media use is not 

entirely determined by the availability of technology or learning facilities. Although the 
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madrasah faced facility limitations such as projectors that frequently malfunctioned and 

limited variations of picture media, the learning process could still proceed effectively 

through various forms of teacher adaptation. Teachers used simple printed pictures, added 

interactive storytelling, and connected the material with students’ daily experiences to 

maintain student engagement and understanding throughout the learning process. 

These findings indicate that teachers’ pedagogical adaptation abilities are important 

factors in determining the success of picture media-based learning. In practice, teachers not 

only used media as visual aids, but also adjusted learning strategies according to classroom 

conditions and student characteristics. This demonstrates that the effectiveness of learning 

media is strongly influenced by teachers’ abilities to manage learning interactions, create 

active classroom environments, and connect materials with students’ life contexts. These 

findings reinforce the view that the success of learning media use depends not only on the 

quality of the media itself, but also on the accompanying pedagogical strategies (Ali, 2025; 

Paling et al., 2024). These findings also support the study by (Jannati et al., 2025), which 

emphasized that the effectiveness of picture media use is greatly influenced by teachers’ 

abilities to manage and adapt learning according to students’ conditions. 

Teachers’ abilities to make instructional adjustments also demonstrate the importance 

of pedagogical creativity in maintaining effective learning amid facility limitations 

(Sahabudin et al., 2025). In the context of rural madrasahs, limited facilities do not always 

become the primary obstacle as long as teachers are able to creatively and contextually adapt 

the learning process. The teachers in this study demonstrated that the use of simple media 

could still effectively support learning when combined with active learning interactions, 

adjusted teaching strategies, and good classroom management. 

Unlike several previous studies that mainly emphasized the effectiveness of picture 

media in improving learning outcomes, this study shows that the context of media use and 

teachers’ adaptive abilities have a more dominant influence on learning success. In rural 

madrasah settings with limited facilities, teacher creativity and flexibility became the main 

factors that maintained learning effectiveness and participation. Therefore, picture media in 

this study are understood not merely as visual media, but also as part of an adaptive 

pedagogical strategy developed by teachers according to classroom needs and learning 

conditions. 

Overall, the findings of this study indicate that the use of picture media in Arabic 

language learning contributes to increased student engagement, strengthened contextual 

understanding of mufradat, and changes in learning interaction patterns toward greater 
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participation. However, the main finding of this study lies in the importance of teachers’ 

pedagogical adaptations in optimizing the use of picture media amid limited learning 

facilities. Therefore, the success of picture media-based Arabic language learning in the 

context of rural madrasahs is influenced not only by the availability of media, but also by 

teachers’ abilities to manage, adapt, and contextualize the learning process according to 

students’ conditions and needs. 

Conclusion 

  The optimization of image media-based Arabic language learning in rural madrasah 

ibtidaiyah is primarily determined by teachers’ ability to adapt instructional media 

pedagogically rather than by the mere availability of technological facilities. The findings 

demonstrate that the use of image media contributes to increased student engagement, 

strengthens contextual vocabulary comprehension, and encourages changes in classroom 

interaction from teacher-centered learning toward more student-participatory and student-

responsive learning processes. In resource-limited rural madrasah settings, the effectiveness 

of image media depends not only on the availability of visual resources, but also on teachers’ 

creativity and flexibility in contextualizing learning according to students’ characteristics and 

classroom conditions. Therefore, image media should not merely be understood as a visual 

instructional aid, but as part of an adaptive pedagogical strategy that supports more 

meaningful, interactive, and contextual Arabic language learning. These findings highlight 

the importance of strengthening teachers’ competencies in the creative use of visual media 

and provide opportunities for future research to develop more systematic visual media-based 

instructional strategies across broader educational contexts. 
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